JESUS & PSALM 82
What’s Going on in John 10:34-36?

John 10:22-39 (ESV)
22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem.
It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the
colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are
the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you,
and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name
bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you
are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
30 I and the Father are one.”

John 10:22-39 (ESV)
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered
them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for
which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered
him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus
answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?
35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and
Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him whom the Father
consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because
I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the works of my
Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even though you
do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again
they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.

What’s Clear
• Jesus identifies himself with the Father. v.30
• The Jews consider this statement blasphemy.

They hear Jesus making himself equal with
God. v.33

• Later, Jesus reiterates the idea that he and the

Father are one by saying he is in the Father
and the Father is in him. v.38

What Isn’t Clear
• Jesus cites Psalm 82:6 in defense of his claim in

v. 30 that “I and the Father are one”

• Every John commentary I’ve ever seen interprets

the statement and the psalm to be speaking of
(a) Jewish elders or (b) Israelites / Jews in general
– i.e., mere mortals.

Prompts Some Q’s for Interpretation
• How does Jesus’ use of Psa 82 reinforce his

claim to this identification?

• How does Jesus’ use of Psa 82 reinforce his

claims elsewhere in John to full deity? (e.g., the
“I AM” statements?

• How do we interpret the citation to reinforce

John’s / Jesus’ use of it, and its own original
meaning?

MORTAL VIEW

= the gods are men: (1) Jewish elders; or (2) Israelites generally

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in
your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called
them gods to whom the word of God came—
and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say
of him whom the Father consecrated and sent
into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I
said, ‘I am the Son of God’?

MORTAL VIEW

= the gods are men: (1) Jewish elders; or (2) Israelites generally

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in
your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called
them gods to whom the word of God came—
and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say
of him whom the Father consecrated and sent
into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I
said, ‘I am the Son of God’?

MORTAL VIEW

= the gods are men: (1) Jewish elders; or (2) Israelites generally

The Jewish Elder Option
Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?

Taken as an appeal to Exodus 18

Exodus 18

Exodus 18

Exodus 18

Exodus 18

Exodus 18

Observations:
1. Every occurrence of elohim (except the reference to foreign gods in v.
11) can easily and coherently be translated SINGULAR (“God”)
2. The men doing the judging are never called elohim.

Observations on Exodus 18
1.Every occurrence of elohim (except the
reference to foreign gods in v. 11) can
easily and coherently be translated
SINGULAR (“God”)
2.The men doing the judging are never
called elohim.

MORTAL VIEW

= the gods are men: (1) Jewish elders; or (2) Israelites generally

The corporate Israelite / Jews Option

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in
your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called
them gods to whom the word of God came …
• Taken as descriptive of Sinai when Israel received

the law.
• Question: Is Psalm 82, the source of the quotation,
describing events at Sinai?

Psalm 82

Psalm 82
Other points of
incoherence for the
mortal view

DIVINE VIEW

= the gods are divine beings

DIVINE VIEW

= the gods are divine beings

To whom does
the “word of
God” come?

So… what was Jesus doing by citing this verse?
My answer: Defending his deity
What if:
1) we take the divine view …
2) marry that to the narrative flow and context of
John 10?

John 10:22-39 (ESV)
22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem.
It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the
colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are
the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you,
and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name
bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you
are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
30 I and the Father are one.”

John 10:22-39 (ESV)
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered
them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for
which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered
him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus
answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?
35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and
Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him whom the Father
consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because
I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the works of my
Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even though you
do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again
they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.

Points
• Jews are angry at Jesus for (earlier) claiming equality

with God. Earlier we read in John 5:18
• This was why the Jews were seeking all the more
to kill him, because not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own
Father, making himself equal with God.
• The Jews assume the “Father” language means Jesus
is claiming divine parentage.
• Thus he is claiming to be divine and in that sense
“the same” as God (i.e., he isn’t a mere man).

Points
• To defend himself, Jesus doesn’t deny this

identification by saying “I’m just like you” or “you’re
just like me” (we’re all elohim).

• Instead, he reminds his Jewish opponents that the

Scriptures do teach the idea of DIVINE sons of God
(i.e., God has sons who are more than human / are
not human)

Points
• That means his claim (to be divine) has precedent on

one level:

• If God has divine sons, then those sons are divine
• God is my father; I am divine
• If this weren’t true, I wouldn’t be able to do the

miraculous things I do (the “works of the Father” –
stuff only God could do)

Upping the Ante
John 10:38
… that you may know and understand that the Father
is in me and I am in the Father.”
i.e., we are ontologically inseparable
Key = “the Father is in me” in OT context
cf. John 14:10, 11, 20; 17:21, 23

Exodus 23
20 I am sending an angel before you to
guard you on the way and to bring you to the
place that I have made ready. 21 Pay heed to
him and obey him. Do not defy him, for he will
not pardon your offenses, since My Name is
in him; 22 but if you obey him and do all that I
say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and a
foe to your foes.

Psalm 20:1, 7
May the Lord answer you in the day of
trouble!
May the name of the God of Jacob
protect you!
Some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God.

2 Samuel 6:1-2
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel,
thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and went with
all the people who were with him from Baale-judah
to bring up from there the ark of God, which is
called the Name, the Name of the Lord
1

שֵׁ֗ ם ֵ ֣שׁם

[יְ הוָ ֧ה צְ בָ ֛אוֹת
 ]אֲשֶׁ ר־נִ קְ ָ ֣ראof hosts
who sits enthroned on the cherubim.
(poor) ESV: “called by the name of the Lord of hosts”

Isaiah 30:27
Behold the Name of the Lord
Comes from afar
In blazing wrath,
With a heavy burden—
His lips full of fury,
His tongue like devouring fire,

Deuteronomy 4:35-37
35 To

you it was shown, that you might know
that the LORD is God; there is no other besides
him. 36 Out of heaven he let you hear his
voice, that he might discipline you. And on
earth he let you see his great fire, and you
heard his words out of the midst of the fire. 37
And because he loved your fathers and chose
their offspring after them and brought you
out of Egypt with his own presence (panim)
by his great power…

Judges 2
1 The angel of YHWH came up from Gilgal to
Bochim and said, “I brought you up from
Egypt and I took you into the land which I had
promised on oath to your fathers. And I said,
‘I will never break My covenant with you. 2
And you, for your part, must make no
covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you
must tear down their altars.’ But you have
not obeyed Me—look what you have done!

